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DISTANCE LEARNING AND STREAMING

and microphone-enabled earbuds for students 
who do not have their own.

Best Practices: The best practice we’ve learned 
is to have patience and give grace. This is a tense 
time. The students are scared and the faculty are 
entering new territory. Be OK that training on new 
tools might take longer than normal. Know that 
we are going to these measures for the safety of 
our students. 

WENTWORTH INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY
JOHANNA PIERSON, MEDIA 
SUPPORT SPECIALIST, DIVISION OF 
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

Sof tware/Plat forms: 
Panopto, GoToMeeting, 
Microsoft Teams, and 
Zoom

Instructors: We are 
suggesting they use 
Panopto, GoToMeeting, 
and Zoom to create con-
tent and connect with 
their students. We also 
use Microsoft Teams as a 

collaboration tool. Our Learning, Innovation and 
Technology team are hosting a series of training 
sessions early next week.

Students: Our university has a laptop pro-
gram, so all students and faculty members are 
assigned a Wentworth laptop. All class sections 
were already required to have course informa-
tion posted on Blackboard. This should make it 
possible for all students who are able to connect 
to the internet to have access to required systems 
and information.

Challenges: Wentworth Institute of Technology 
has moved all classes online until April 30. We 
definitely anticipate some challenges, especially 
with users who don’t have reliable internet access, 
or who are part of non-traditional courses or pro-
grams. We are still exploring additional solutions!

“Tenured faculty who have 
taught in the classroom 
for their entire career are 
not used to delivering their 
content in an online for-
mat.”

—Joe Way, University of Southern 
California

PTZ OPTICS SIMPLTRACK 2
The SimplTrack 2 is the latest auto-tracking camera from HuddleCamHD. The 

camera features improved automatic presenter tracking accuracy with a built-

in 4K reference camera that steers a 20X optical zoom camera. The camera 

outputs 1080p60 video via SDI, USB 3.0 and DVI/HDMI simul-

taneously. An updated remote management software allows IT 

professionals the ability to set and forget camera operations with 

advanced functionalities to optimize auto-tracking in any room. The 

management software also allows IT managers to view multiple cameras on the same screen, take manual 

control as needed, and record locally to a micro-SD card. This camera is ideal for integration with lecture 

capture systems that support SDI or cloud-based distance learning solutions such as Zoom Video Con-

ferencing. Use it for automated lecture capture and cloud-based video conferencing at the same time. The 

SimplTrack2 makes classroom lecture capture available 24/7 in classrooms around the world.  ptzoptics.com

VITEC EZ TV
VITEC’s EZ TV IPTV & Digital Signage Solution is a 

customizable solution for any higher education institu-

tion. From football stadiums to smaller, multi-complex 

collegiate deployments, EZ TV is engineered to scale to 

any facility while offering a flexible, open architecture 

that meets the ever-changing video, marketing, and 

sales requirements of today’s collegiate sports venues 

and athletic departments. It distributes live video content from various sources including cable and locally 

generated private video. Utilizing VITEC’s hardware-based IPTV and signage endpoints, schools benefit from 

low-latency playback, real-time updating of electronic program guides, video on demand, time-shifted TV, 

real-time analytics, and user-defined channel lineups. Network agnostic, the platform is easy to deploy as part 

of a new construction project or in existing venues without modifying or upgrading the existing network infra-

structure. Finally, EZ TV allows users to introduce new capabilities season after season and revamp or refresh 

the fan experience without adding additional operational overhead.  www.vitec.com

ECHO360
Echo360 is a video platform that helps instructors record 

and extend great moments in the classroom to improve 

learner engagement through accessible, video-based learn-

ing. According to the company, Echo360 is the only video 

solution that combines recording and streaming, video 

management, video learning and engagement, robust acces-

sibility tools, and rich learning analytics into a single plat-

form to provide all students with a high-quality video learning experience. With Echo360, instructors can 

seamlessly record and live-stream classes, embed videos in LMS content, transcribe video content, engage 

their students with polls and class discussions, and understand how their students are learning and who 

is struggling before it is too late. Students can review class videos, respond to polls, and ask and answer 

questions—creating the active, engaging learning experiences that research shows improves student out-

comes. Today, Echo360 technologies reach more than two million learners at approximately 1,200 schools 

and organizations. echo360.com
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